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In this issue of the Newsletter is the list 
of this year 's committees. Thanks to so many 
people for pitching in and agreeing to help 
GIS. We have nearly a full roster and many 
activities wil l be forging ahead in '88-
from publicity about publication prices to 
the union list of guidebooks. 

The Proceedings for the 1987 meeting are now 
being edited and s hould appear in your mail 
this spring. Many thanks go to the several 
people who wrote excellent papers for this 
volume. 

The Executive Doard is continuing a system of 
doing conference telephone calls for the 2nd 
year in a row an d this is a big help to keep 
track of the seve ral issues that we must fol
low . 

I hope all members are seriously considering 
submitting abst racts to the 1988 Denver con
ference. The Denver conference should be a 
once-in-a-lifetime meeti ng not to be missed . 
GIS really needs more of its members to sub
mi t abstracts to the annual meetings. So I 
encourage each of you to put on your thinking 
caps a nd come up with a t opic to submit to 
the conference . Abstracts are due in June. 
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VI CE-PRESIDENT ' S COLUMN 

The first scheduling attempt has been sent t o 
the GSA Scheduling Coordinato r. They will 
now determine how our proposed schedule fits 
in with the other societies' proposed 
schedules. If you need meeting arrangements 
or space for GIS business , please contact me 
by lette r or phone as soon as possi ble . 

A PLEA 

This is a call for papers. As many of us 
work in situations with few employees to 
stimulate our professional knowledge and 
wo r kshops are hard to j ustify, it is impo r 
tant that our Technical Sessions have several 
papers given to aid GIS members or other 
interested persons. Research , user trends , 
new innovations, or an idea t hat worked (or 
didn't) is the ba s is for a paper . If you 
have not done this befo re, speaking before 
GIS is a very positive e xpe rience. I have 
never felt such a suppor tive group before or 
since. If you would like to inquire about 
this professional activi t y , feel f r ee to 
contact me . GIS NEEDS YOUR PAPER! 
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Th e GIS Newsletter is published bi-monthly in 
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OFFICERS,' CO MMITTEES , AND REPRESENTATIVES FOR 
GIS, 1987- 1988 

Below are the committees, officers and repre
sentatives for the current year. 

The bulk of the work and progress of GIS i s 
don e by thes e committees and GIS owes these 
individual s a debt of gratitude for giving so 
generously of their time to help our Society . 

GIS members who could act as representatives 
to SLA's Geography and Map Division , to the 
North American Cartographic Information Soci 
ety, and to MOOG are still being sought. We 
need a person f o r each of those groups . The 
representative would have t o regularly attend 
meetings of those socie ties , would be willing 
to listen with GIS ear s and s peak up for GIS 
and report to GIS relevant n ew s of that soci 
ety. If anyone i s interested in repres enting 
us, contact Jean Eagle s f ie l d . 

Commit te e chair s a nd of f icer s a re r eminded to 
s ubmi t budge t proposals to t he Of fice r s by 
Apri l 1 . Commit tee cha i rs are rem i nded t o 
subm i t ha l f year re~orts to t he Off i ce r s by 
May 1. 

OFFICERS 

President - Jean Eaglesfield 
Vice President/Pres i dent Elec t - Joanne Le rud 
Secretary - Mi r iam Sheaves 
Tr easurer - Mary Ansari (to Dec . 31, 1987) 
Treas urer - Marilyn Sta rk (from J an. 1, 1988) 
Immediate Past President - Bob Bi er 

OF' f'I CES 

Auditor - Mar ie Dvo r za k 
Ne wsl e tte r Ed ito r s - Conn ie Manson , Judy 

Ge i tgey 
Publications ~anag~ r - J im O'Donnell 
Publicat i ons Distr i butor - Aphrodit~ 

Mamoulide s 
Sta nda r ds : Fi eld Trip Gu i dejook s - Cla r en 

Kidcl 

REPRESENTATIVE S 

ALA Magert - Jim O'Donnell 
Nor t h American Cartographic Information 

Soc iety - (vacant) 
CUAC - Nancy Pruett (res igning 4/ 88) , 

Charlotte Derksen, Connie Wick {filling 
Pruett ' s te rm) 

American Geolog i ca l Inst itute , Member Society 
Council - Claren Kidd 

American Geological Institute , GeoRef 
Adv i sory Committ ee - (position requested, 
not yet approved) 

MOUG - (vacant) 
SLA, Geography and Map Division - (vacant) 
SLA, Petroleum Division - Mari lyn Stark 
\-/AML - Michael Noga 
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COMMITTEES 

Best Geologic Ref e rence Book 
Susan Kliml ey, cha ir 
Lyn n For tuna clo 
Barbara De fe l i ce 

Exhibits 
Elain e l"la t son , chair 
Pat Sheaha n 
Dona Dirlam 
Janice Sorensen 

Best Pape r Award 
Louise Zipp, chair 
Edward Jestes 
Pr i sc i lla J ohansen 
John Kawula 
Ca r ol Messick 
Amanda Ma s t e rson 

Editorial Rev i ew Board 
Alison Le wis , chiar 
Barba ra Christy 
Sa r a h How 
Richard Wa lke r 

GSA Centennial Meeting Commi ttee 
Dederick Ward, co-cha i r 
J oann e Le rud , co- chai r 
Bob Bier 
Fran Dru mmond 
Ha rt Phinney 
Unni Rowe ll 

GeoRef Users Group Steering Committee 
Margy Mals h, chai r 
Marie Dvorzak 
Marjo ri e King 
Sandy Maxf ield 
Michael Noga 
Dena St epp 
Phil St offer 
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Membe rship Committee 
Lois Heiser, chair 
Mary Ansari 
Marjorie King 
Carolyn Laffoon 
Connie Manson 
Connie I-lick 

Nom i nating Committee 
Bob Bier , chair 
Rosalind Walcot t 
Claren Kidd 

Ad Hoc Comm i ttee on the 4th International 
Meet ihg on Geoscience Information 

Julie Bichteler, chair 
Susa:1 r< l imley 
Joh!, Mulvihill 
Rosalind Walcott 

Ad Hoc Committee on Geoscience Information 
Pr i ces 

Michael Noga, chair 
Marie Dvor zak 
Lois Heiser 
Susan Klimley 
Connie Manson 
Julie Rinaldi 

Ad Hoc Committee on the I nternational 
Geological Congress of 1989 

John Price, cha i r 
Reggie Brown 
John ~!u l v ihill 
Trudy Sinnott 
lienry Zolle r 

Ad Hoc Colnmittee on the Un ion List of 
Geologic Field Trip Guidebooks, 5th ed ition 

Charlotte Derksen, chair 
Claren Kidd 
Michae l Noga 
Catherine Pasterczyk 
Richard Spohn 
Dena Stepp 
Nancy Thurston 
Julia Triplehorn 
Louise Zipp 
John Mulvihill - liaison from AGI 

Ad Hoc Comm itte e o n the Union List of 
Geologic Field Trip Guidebooks , 6th edition 

Richard Spohn , chair 

4 

Dorothy McGarry 
Cla ren Kidd 
Clara McCloud 
,J:11:k M, 111111 

Catherine Pasterczyk 
Dena Stepp 
Ph il Stoffer 
Nancy Thurston 
Charlott e Derksen - advising only 
John Mulvihill - liaison fr om AGI 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ELECTION NEWS: We ' re please to announce that 
the issue passed: the new GIS Cons titu tion 
and Bylaws were accepted . 

GIS BEST PAPER AWARD 

The GIS Best Paper Award Committee is solic i
ting nominations from the membership for the 
best paper in the fie ld of geoscience infor
mation. An award may be made for one paper 
each from 1986 and 1987. Authors need not be 
GIS members , and there are no restr ic tions on 
publisher or nationality. Multi-author and 
single-author works are both eligible. 
Please send nominations, with your comments, 
by April 1 (if possible) , to: 

Louise s . Zipp 
Chair, GIS Best Paper Award Committee 
University of Iowa Geology Libra ry 
Iowa City, Iowa 522 42 

319/335-308 4 

In preparation for the expected introduction 
of GeoRef on the STN system this fall, the 
GeoRef Users Group has offered t o help AGI 
test and evaluate the STN version of GeooRef 
during the development phase . We expect the 
testing would occur sometime thi s summer. I f 
you are interested in participating (we 
especially need experienced STN users> , 
please contact the User Group's Steering 
Committee chair: 

Margy Walsh 
Texaco USA 
P . 0 . Box 770070 
Houston, TX 770215-0070 

713 /954-6000 , ext . 6630 

MEMBERS IN THB NEWS 

J UDY GEITGEY is the p roud mother of Sophia 
Marga ret Geitgey, born December 15, 1987. 

Promotion@ at t h~ University of Nevada Reno 
Mines, Engineering and Life & Health Sci ences 
Library: MARY ANSARI became Head of Branch 
Libra ries and LINDA NEWMA N became Mine s & 
Map Librarian. 
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LIBRARIAN (PHYSICAL SCIENCES), USGS LIBRARY, 
RESTON, VA 

Salary: GS-9 ($22,907 - $29,783 per annum) 
or GS- 11 ($ 27,716 - $36, 032 per annum) 

Qualifications: Compl etion of not less t han 
24 semester ho urs in the geosciences in an 
accredited college or un iversity, o r, 4 year s 
of successful pertinent experience which pro
vided appropriate knowledge of the geosc i en
ces , plus library science edu cation o r a com
bination of education a nd experience required 
by Civil Service Qualification Standard for 
profess ional lib ra rians; training or experi
ence i n reference work ; sk ill in wo rking 
effectively with staff members and library 
c l iente le e ssent ial. 

In addition , applicants mu s t have completed 
graduate education or possess profess i onal 
expe rience requi red in the Civil Service 
Qualifi cation Standard. f or example , f o r the 
GS-11 , 3 yea r s of gradua t e education in 
l ibra r y scienc e or equival enl pr ofes s i ona l 
l i b r a r y e1::_::,e r i e nc e . 

Duties : function s a s one of a team of 
reference librarians who are highl y service 
orientated. Participates in all a spect s of 
reference , including reference desk duty , 
book selection, compu t e rized data base 
searching , and int e r l i b ra ry l oan activ it ies. 

Conta ct: lnte rested and q ua l ifi ed applican t s 
mu s t s ubmit , by no lat e r than Febr uary 26 , 
1988, a-c'01lll>reced Pe r s onal Qualificat i ons 
Statement (Sf-171) t o , and(orl r equest 
additional information f r om: 

Ba rbara Chappell , Chief, Refer ence and 
Circula tion Sectio n 

uses Libra ry 
lla il Stop 950 
Nationa l Cent er 
Reston , VA 220 92 
(70 3) 640-6088 o r F':'S S- 9 59- 6008 

GEOLOGY L"IBRARIAN, Lindg ren Libra ry , MIT, 
Cambridge , MA 

The Lindgr en Li brary is the branch library of 
the Engineering and Science Librar ies for 
e~rth , atmospheri c and planetary aciences at 
MI T . The 1-;n<Jincering and Scienc e Libraries , 
wh ile phys ical ly separate , have recently 
undergone an adm i nist rat ive reorganization, 
bringing togethe r the plann ing and mangement 
f unctions for these two outstanding l ibraries. 
In addition to the two maj o r faci lities , the 
Enginee ring and Science Librari e s also 
include the Aeronautics and Astronau tics 
Libra ry and the Schering-Plough Library 
(hea lth scienc es) . The Engine.ering and 
Science Li brar i es contain over one million 
printed volume s , over one million microf o rms , 
8,600 current subscript i ons , and over 86,000 
maps. The collect ions of Lindg ren Lib ra ry 
enco~pass 50 ,0 00 print ed volumes, 40 , 000 
microfor ms , 1000 j ournal s ubsc r iptions , and 
14, 000 maps . Staff have access t o online 
databases through Dia l og . 
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~Qti.Qn: Serves as b ~anc h l i ::>ra rian f o r 
the Lindgren Li b r a ry. Menage s t he l i::> rary ' s 
se rv ices and staff (1 . 5 FTE s upport staff, 
1.0 FTE students ). Plans and carries out 
creative information se rvices and user educa
tion programs. Builds and manages research 
level collections in a ll formats in geology, 
geophys ics, astronomy, met eorology and ocean
ography and serve s as the sub j ect specialis t 
to the MIT community in t hese sub j ec ts. 
Serves as map specia l ist for t he Engineering 
and Science Libraries. Serves as a member of 
the Branch Li brarians Group and othe r appro
priate committees and task forces . 

Oual ifications : ALA- accredited 1-\LS requ i r ed. 
Conside rable prof e ss i ona l experience in a 
resea rch library , includ ing e xperi ence in 
trad i t i ona l a nd onl in e r e f e r ence and i n 
developi ng c ollections req ui r ed . Phys i ca l 
sc i ences d egree or e xper ience in a science 
libra r y r equired, as i s supe rviso ry expe r i
e nce . Candidates must demonstrate we ll
deve loped inte rpe rsonal and commu n i catio n 
sk i lls . 

li.iJ:.i.ng .s.a.1.a.rY Rao.9.e. : $25 , 000 -$ 30 , 00 0 . 

The MIT Libraries offe r excellent benefits, 
including tuit i on assistance , chi ldren's 
scholarship progra m, and a relocation allow
ance . MIT is a smoke- fr ee campu s . 

To ensure full cons iderat i on , interested 
candidates shou ld send a resume and ~he name s 
of three curren t, confidential r efe rences 
immediatel y . Position will remain ope n un til 
filled . Responses should be addressed to: 

Search Committee f or Lindgren Librarian (GISl 
MIT Libraries 
Room 14S-216 
Cambr i dge , MA 02139 

MIT is an equal opport unity employe r with an 
affirmative act i on plan and welcomes applica
tions fro m q ualifi ed women a nd min o rity 
candidates. 

ASSISTANT NATURAL SCIENCES LIBRARI AN, 
University of Wa shington, Seattle , WA 

The Univers ity of Washington seek s a s erv ice
oriented l i brar ia n , pre f e rably with an e arth 
sciences background, to fi ll the pos ition of 
Assi stant Natural Sciences Librarian. The 
Natural Sciences Library collection 1ncludes 
200,000 volumes and 2400 serial subscriptions 
primarily in the biolog i cal and earth scien
ces. The libra ry ha s a staff o f 3 librarians 
and 3 c lass ified s taff, and an annual materi
als budget of more than $250 ,000 . During the 
next several years the Natural Sciences 
Library will be involved in major projects 
including impl ementation of t he Geac onl ine 
circulati on system in 1989-90 and a plan to 
move to a new fac i lity in 1990. 

Responsibilitie s of the assi s tant libra rian 
include: p roviding ref e rence se rvic e , inclu-
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ding computer-based reference se rvice; supe r
vi s ing , training and evaluating student helps 
and manag ing the s tudent budget; selecting in 
the fields of geological sc ienc es, geophys ics, 
a t ~ospher i c sciences, and ma i ntai ni ng lia ison 
with t he academic depa r tmen t s r e leven t to 
t hose subject areas; coordinating the refer
i-11 c1c dl'uk uch~dul@ a nd teference statistics. 

Qualifications include: Graduate degree from 
a program accredited by the ALA required; 
minimum of one year experience in science 
reference required; academic background in 
earth sciences preferred; online searching 
experience preferred; supe rvisory experience 
desirable. 

Salary is $20,400 minimum. Benefits include 
24 days vacation, TIAA/CREF retirement, and 
premiums ful ly paid for medical, dental, and 
life insurance plans. There is no state or 
l ocal income tax. The position is ava ilable 
Apr il 1, 1988. Send le tt e r of application , 
r e sume , names of 3 r e f e r ences , and sal a ry 
r equirements to : 

Charle s E. Chambe rl i n 
Deputy Direct or of Libraries/ Head, 

Per s onnel and Adm inistra tive Services 
Unive r si ty of Washington Li b r a ries 
FM-2 5 
Seatt l e , WA 98195 

Deadline lor applications is Friday, March 
11, 1988. 

LIBRARIAN, BOTANY/CHEMISTRY AND THE BIOLOGY 
LIBRARIES, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

Under the direction of the Assistant Univer
sity Librarian for Reader Services, the incum
bent is responsible f or the management of two 
separate librar ies. Principal duties are the 
s upervisi on of 2 full-time library assistants 
and several student assistants, the prov ision 
of reference services and bibliographic in
struction primarily for graduate students and 
faculty, and, unde r the direction of the 
Assistant University Librarian for Collection 
Management, selection work in the areas of 
chemistry, chemical engineering, botany, and 
biology. 

The Botany/Chemistry Library of 73,000 
volumes serves 40 faculty and 1 50 graduate 
student s , and the Biology Library, holdln9 
H,1100 vulu111c 1; , 1.1~rvc1.1 26 fcc: ully and 80 
graduat e students . 

REQUIREMENTS: An ALA-accredited gr aduate 
li br a ry degree; a n edu cational backg r ound in 
e it he r the li fe o r physical sc i ences; a 
minimum of 3 ye ar s of professiona l experience 
which includes some science reference and/or 
science selection work and experience in 
staff management and supervision; a basic 
reading knowledge of at least one western 
European language other than Engl ish; good_ 
communication ski lls. Desirable characteris
tics include significant research libra ry 
experience, a degree in the life or physical 
sciences, and experience in electronic 
bibliographic searching. 
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SALARY: Appointment will be made at the 
Librarian II rank. Salary will be in the 
mid- to upper-$20,000 range; salary determin
ation based on a co mbination of educational 
background and expe rience . The University 
offers an attrac t ive pac kage of additional 
benef its, inc lud i ng 25 days paid vacation per 
year, TIAA/CNEF r e tirement, Soc ial Security, 
disability and medical/dental insurance. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE: Applications received 
by Fe b. 1, 1980 wi ll rec eive first considera
t ion. Qua lif ied individuals should submit a 
letter of appl i cat i on, vi ta informat i on, and 
the na mes , addresses , and t elephone number of 
3 ref e rences to : 

William Sayre, Assistant University 
Librarian for Administrative Services 

The University of Iowa Libraries 
Iowa City, Iowa 522 42 

The University of Iowa is an equal 
opportunity/aff i rmative action employer. 

SEARCHING BY GEOGRAPHIC COORDINATES: 
Summary of Presentation, 

Advanc ed GeoRef Seminar, Phoenix 

by 

Marilyn Stark 

Since 1977, GeoRef has added geographic co
ordinates, in a fixed field fo rma t of 30 
characters , t o entries where boundaries are 
available to index, the name is unique , and 
the area has definite natural or political 
boundaries. Coordinates are usually added 
for maps. In addition, coordinates are added 
f or ocean areas, where possible. However, 
coordinates are NQl'. automatically added, even 
if the area has coordinates listed in the 
GeoRef The saurus. 

Coordinates are useful for ocean areas and 
maps, but county and basin names a r e more 
reliable te r ms f o r searching geographic areas 
in GeoRef. Coordinates , county and basin 
names can all be used f o r comprehens ive 
sea rching . Coo r dinate s assignmen t i s limited 
to what information the i ndexe r has , so many 
areas are not assigned coordinates . 

Tho major probl~m wi t h ~o~rchiny by coordin
ates i s still retri eving false hits: items 
that begin at 37 degrees when what you want 
should end at 37 degrees, and are west of 100 
degrees when you want t hose items east of 100 
degrees. This problem remains, with no easy 
solution in sight. 

If results look odd, print out titles and 
index terms to help figure alternative stra
tegies. Coordinates searching is signifi
cantly fast e r on DIALOG than on ORBIT, but 
ORBIT's "greater than" and "less than" can 
help cut down fal se hit s . Most searchers at 
the sess i on rarely us ed coordinates because 
of post problems in result s obtaine d. 
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PUBLICATIONS 

A new nt ate bibliogrnphy i s now available: 

lf~ :ie nmul l <: r, llan cy, edito r, 1987, Annotated 
t,!t,1 ivJr a phy of Incliana geology, 1956-1975: 
111dl<11111 r;,,,) l u•Jlc11l :;urvcy [lu llet i n 60. 

Thi s i s a s uppl ement to the Annotated 
Bibliography of Indiana Geol ogy through 1955 
(Bulletin 24, published in 1962). It has an 
extensive sub j ect index a nd a ser ials list. 

It sells for $10. 90 (prepaid), from: 

I ndiana Geological Survey 
611 North Walnut Grove 
Bloomington, IN 47 40 5 

The 3rd edition of Australi an thesaurus Qf. 
~ sc iences all.Q. related .t.e..rms is no w 
available. For i nformation , contact Info rma
tion Services Manager, AMF, or : 

The AMF Bookshop 
63 Co nyngham Street 
Glenside, South Australia 50 965 
Aust r alia 

A data base file on gold deposits of we s tern 
Australia is now available. Data i s given on 
80 majo r western Aus tral i an gold deposits , 
wi th i nf or mati on on geology, geologic se t
tings , characterist ics of host rock, produc
tion, history, ownership, and bibliographic 
references . It is availab l e on microfiche 
($24 .95), d i skette or t ape , in ASCII ($ 150) 
o r Oracle forma t ($200) . Pr ices include sur
face postage. It i s accompanied by an explan
atory text , map, and tables (BHR Resource s 
Report 3). To order , contac t: 

~=- Br ian Elliott , o r, Mrs . Rae Lore nz 
Bureau o f nineral Resources 
G?::J Box 378 
Canberra , ACT 260 1 
Australia 

THE HIGH PLAINS DRIFTER 

No w that Christmas is over, I'm t ired of 
beha ving myself. I need to act out. I 
propose "Cookie Day in the Library"! 

When we were ch i ldren and allowed to do tha t 
fo r bidden thing , like eat in front of the TV , 
sk i p church , stay up late , o r blo w ou r whole 
al l owance-- life was much b righ ter and 
sweeter . 

Now that we are adults (mostly) in today ' s 
permissive society, o nly libraries are left 
with RULES 

DON ' T return t hat book late ! 
DON ' T re s hel ve the books 
DON ' T write in t he books 
DO N' T eat or drink in the library 

To sa v e our s anity (or what ' s l eft of it> , I 
propose Cookie Day . Urge patrons to bring 
cookies . Make cook i es for those who are 
unpr~pared . Pa 9s the p late during the day , 
a n6 help 9Jtrons b ru s h t hose cook i e crumbs t o 
the floor. 
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Pat rons will go home absolutel y euphor i c . 
Th ey will tell their friends about the 
wonderful library and how the librarians have 
turned into "nice guys ." The next week , mobs 
of people will show up at yo ur lib r ary. 
Smile pleasantly and greet them with a plate 
of fortune cookies , especially prepared of 
course . The fortu n e wil l consist of a pledge 
c a rd and a pa r ticula r l y bad fortune of what 
will happen if th ey don ' t fill o ut the pledge 
card. After all , we n eed the money for 
preservation, res t o r a tion , prevention of 
vandalism-- and cleaning up the cooki e 
crumbs . 

Le t me know if it works . 

* * * 

Did you hear about the t o rnado that tore 
th rough !the state next door]? It did 
$2 5, 000 worth of impr ovements . 

* * * 
(There ' s st i ll time to vo lunteer to take over 
thi s column. Please!) 
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Connie Manson - Editor 
Geos c lence Jnlormatlon Society 
2525 Sleater Kinney Road N.E. 
Olympia, WA 98506 
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