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How did I end up here?

• BS Geology — University of Utah (SLC, UT)
• MLIS — University of Washington (Seattle, WA)



What my job entails



Government Publications
(Mostly available for free)

• Federal/National-USGS, BLM…
• State, Provincial, and National  

Geological Surveys
• Data Centers-NCEI, NEIC
• States
• Counties
• Cities
• IGOs-UNESCO



Types of Government Publications
• Books/Reports
• Legal documents
• Maps 
• Data – GIS, LIDAR
• Online Tools
• Story Maps 



Story Maps



WA Geologic Information Portal
AKA – User Friendly GIS Tool



USGS NGMDB & Pubs Warehouse



USDA-NRCS Web Soil Survey



Additional Resources



Canadian Resources



Case study 1

Assessing geologic risk for:
• Communities
• Cities
• Counties
• States

1980 Mt. St. Helens Eruption

2014 Oso Landslide



Case study 2

Developer wants to build a 
new housing complex but 
needs to demonstrate that 
water resources exist. 



Case study 3
Navigable Water Ways
• What’s the definition 

of navigable?
• Who owns the water 

and land beneath a 
river?

• What laws impact use 
of water ways?

Columbia River Gorge



Case study 4
Climate Change
• Current legislation
• Current studies
• Climate Scientists

• NOAA
• Academics
• IGOs-UNEP, IPCC



Liability



The Great Wave 
off Kanagawa 
By Hokusai

A hobby of mine…



Contact Me!

Stephanie Earls
360-902-1473
stephanie.earls@dnr.wa.gov

mailto:stephanie.earls@dnr.wa.gov
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