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President's Column 
By Matt Hudson 

It’s hard to believe my term as GSIS president is 

already coming to a close. It has been a great 

year, and I have really enjoyed working with all 

of you. Looking back, I wanted to recap a few 

of the changes we made over the past year. 

I have to admit; when I first began this position 

I had some concerns. Membership had been 

waning for a number of years, down to less than 

half of what it was in the early 2000s. We had 

also determined that the GSIS bylaws were out 

of date, referring to snail mail procedures that 

had long since been abandoned. More 

importantly, former GSIS Treasurer Carolyn 

Bishoff had discovered a problem with the 

Society’s D.C. incorporation status that dated all 

the way back to 1974. 

But there was much to be excited about too. 

After all, the Society was entering its 50th 

anniversary year, which was sure to help boost 

membership and awareness, and we still had a 

great group of active members. With that in 

mind, we got to work. 

As noted in the March Newsletter, we solved 

the D.C. incorporation problem thanks to 

significant pro bono help from Graham Green 

and Dennis Allen of Sutherland Asbill & 

Brennan LLP. Thanks to a brief amnesty 

window, the Society avoided significant penalty 

fees and is now up to date with D.C. for the first 

time since the 1970s. Shaun Hardy also deserves 

thanks for acting as GSIS’s registered agent in 

D.C. 

One of the things that became apparent during 

the incorporation discussion was that we needed 

some stable GSIS addresses so that these types 

of important filing requirements couldn’t get 

lost. This led to creating @geoinfo.org e-mail 

addresses for the main Executive Board 

positions, such as president@geoinfo.org and 

vp@geoinfo.org. These free addresses are now 

in place and give incoming board members 

access to relevant e-mail histories as well as 

shareable documents for tracking membership 

and the like. Thanks for this project go to 

GSIS’s webmaster, Courtney Hoffner, and 

Continued on page 3 

 



2  GSIS Newsletter Number 271, September 2016 

Geoscience Information Society 2016 Officers 
 

President 

Matt Hudson 

Publications Manager,  

Geological Society of America 

Phone: 303-357-1020 

e-mail: mhudson@geosociety.org 

 

Vice President (President-Elect) 

Hannah Winkler Hamalainen 

Geospatial and Earth Sciences Librarian,  

Geospatial Services Center 

University of New Hampshire 

Durham, NH 03824 

Phone: 603-862-1631 

e-mail: hannah.hamalainen@unh.edu 

 

Immediate Past President 

Emily Wild 

Librarian (Physical Scientist) 

U.S. Geological Survey, Denver Library 

Box 25046, MS 914 

Denver Federal Center 

Denver, CO 80225-0046 

Phone: 303-236-1003 

e-mail: ecwild@usgs.gov 

 

Secretary 

Louise Deis 

Science & Technology Reference Librarian and 

Geosciences Liaison 

Princeton University 

Peter B. Lewis Science Library 

Washington Road and Ivy Lane 

Princeton, NJ 08544  

Phone: 609-258-3235 

e-mail: lfdeis@princeton.edu 

 

Publications Manager 

Richard Huffine 

Phone:202-253-3511  

e-mail: richardhuffine@yahoo.com  

 

E-mail List:  
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Moderator: Louise F. Deis  
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Shaun Hardy 

Carnegie Institution for Science 

DTM-Geophysical Laboratory Library 

5241 Broad Branch Road, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20015 

Phone: 202-478-7960 

e-mail: shardy@carnegiescience.edu 

 

Treasurer 
Lori Tschirhart 

Science Librarian 

University of Michigan 

3026E Shapiro Science Library 

Ann Arbor, MI 48109 

Phone: 734-936-3079 

email: ltz@umich.edu  

  

Web Site: http://www.geoinfo.org/  

Courtney Hoffner 

Science and Engineering Librarian 

University of California - Los Angeles 

8251 Boelter Hall 

Box 951598 

Los Angeles, CA 90095-1598 

Phone: 310-825-0190 

email: choffner@library.ucla.edu  

 

Newsletter Editor 
Robert Tolliver 

Head, Science & Engineering 

Stony Brook University Libraries 

N2001B Frank Melville Jr. Memorial Library 

Stony Brook University 

Stony Brook, NY 11794 

Phone: 631-632-1122  

e-mail: robert.tolliver@stonybrook.edu 

 

Newsletter Reviews Editor 

Vacant 
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President’s Column, continued 
AGI’s Chris Keane (AGI hosts the GSIS site). 

Side note: Courtney was also able to install 

Google Analytics on our website, meaning that 

we’re now tracking information that will be 

helpful in future membership campaigns. 

Next, we got to work overhauling some of the 

membership procedures. Years ago it may have 

been a fairly straightforward process to keep 

track of membership. Now with digital 

payments, this can often be a puzzle, with some 

members never submitting contact information 

and other payments being made under different 

billing names and addresses. Membership 

Committee Chair Cynthia Prosser led a 

campaign to correct this. We now have an 

online form that immediately captures and 

shares this information with the treasurer and 

secretary. Thank you Cynthia and Louise for 

their work on this. 

Related, one of the items that came out of the 

incorporation discussions with the lawyers was 

that GSIS had begun to stockpile too much 

money. As a nonprofit, we were supposed to run 

at a break-even level. Our frugalness, and 

perhaps larger than expected revenue from the 

Vendor Updates, meant that we had been 

running well into the black for many years. To 

address this, and to help stimulate an increase in 

membership, the Membership Committee 

recommended a reduction in dues. This will be 

voted on at the Business Meeting later this 

month. Even without the change in dues, I’m 

happy to report that the membership number is 

already higher than last year. 

Later this month we will also vote on the 

proposed bylaws changes. Dena Fracolli Hanson 

chaired this committee with a goal of 

simplifying things and updating them to reflect 

our current digital procedures. Hard copies of 

these proposed changes were mailed out to all 

members in late July. Special thanks also go to 

Anne Huber, for unearthing numerous other 

versions of the bylaws from the GSIS archives. 

With the heavy lifting of the incorporation, 

membership, and bylaws out of the way, it was 

time to focus on something fun: the 50th 

anniversary. The plan had long been to convert 

the awards luncheon into a fancier dinner, but 

soon word spread that there had been a keynote 

speaker at the 25th anniversary. We set about 

replicating this for the 50th and asked G. Salim 

Mohammed, the head and curator of the new 

David Rumsey Map Center at Stanford 

University. In addition to Salim’s presentation, 

which I am very excited about, there will also be 

small gifts as well as a number of other 

historical retrospectives that Shaun Hardy is 

putting together. Thanks to the whole Ad Hoc 

50th Anniversary Celebration Committee for 

their help with this. 

There are other areas where change is ongoing. 

The Executive Board voted in July to eliminate 

the six month embargo that had been 

(somewhat) in place on the Proceedings and 

Newsletters. The Board determined that free 

access to the publications will expose the 

valuable content to nonmembers, potentially 

making them more interested in GSIS 

membership. Furthermore, if the Society 

encourages open access publishing elsewhere, 

the Board agreed that GSIS ought to follow the 

same standards. While there was some concern 

that this may be viewed as a decrease in the 

value of membership, it was noted that the real 

member benefit is the ability to contribute to the 

newsletter, not just read it. 

Another discussion item that will be continued 

at the business meeting is the potential 

elimination of the publications manager 

executive board position. This change was 

recommended by the current publications 

manager, Richard Huffine, who views the 

position as redundant now that GSIS is no 

longer producing a printed Proceedings. As part 

of this change, Richard will be distributing the 

remaining print inventory of proceedings via 

Geonet. More news on this to follow.  
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Looking back, it has been a pretty good year. I 

am really impressed, and thankful for, the 

significant help I received from many GSIS 

members. There are also many other exciting 

projects that I was not involved in, such as 

Hannah and Bob’s mentorship program. I also 

want to note that GSIS Treasurer Lori 

Tschirhart overcame some rather steep 

challenges in order to update the Society’s 

financial information.  

There are still some areas where we didn’t make 

the progress I had hoped, such as with 

informational webinars, attracting more 

international memberships, and with some of 

the appointed positions that went unfilled, such 

as the newsletter reviews editor. While we made 

nice gains in membership, that also remains an 

area of concern for me since we have so many 

members retiring. Looking ahead, I’m 

determined to work on some of these remaining 

projects in my capacity as past president. 

Thanks again for all of your help and support 

over the past year. 

Matt Hudson, GSIS President

Vice President’s Column 
By Hannah Hamalainen 

There is something about starting a new job in a 

new state that helps you reevaluate everything 

familiar to you and allows you to see things 

with new eyes.  

At my new post at the University of New 

Hampshire, six colleagues have recently retired 

and several more will be doing so with the next 

two years. It has changed the overall 

relationship between library departments and 

been a sad process for my colleagues, many of 

whom are mourning the loss of their best friends 

who they’ve been with for 30 or 40 years.  Here 

at GSIS, too, there is a lot of transition around 

us. We see this with our own GSIS colleagues 

who are starting to retire en mass, changing the 

dynamic of our own profession. The wave of 

retirees should make us question our own 

assumptions about the current and future 

composition of geology librarians and 

information professionals. How has our 

communication changed over time? How do we 

actively recruit and retain a diverse number of 

people into our profession? What will the next 

five years look like – and how can we support 

each other in getting there? We will have to be 

strategically forward thinking about these 

issues. Under the leadership of Matt Hudson, we 

have started that process and I hope to continue 

his efforts when he passes me the torch later this 

month. 

Another activity that has taken much time and 

effort, and great teamwork both within and 

outside of GSIS, is in preparing for the 

upcoming GSA/GSIS Annual Conference in 

Denver. As always, I’m looking forward to the 

technical sessions – this year we have topics on 

open access – but moreover I’m looking 

forward to the field trip to the newly renovated 

US Geological Survey Library on Wednesday, 

Sept. 28. If you are interested in attending 

please register online here: 

https://goo.gl/forms/fa0Z0gMtZ5rKx3PA3. 

There a lot of other activities including an early 

bird dinner and the much anticipated GSIS 50th 

Anniversary Celebration Dinner and Awards 

Ceremony. Please be sure to look at the full 

schedule, available online at 

https://gsis2016.sched.org/.  

Onward to GSIS 2016! Looking forward to see 

you all there. 

Hannah  

 

  

https://goo.gl/forms/fa0Z0gMtZ5rKx3PA3
https://gsis2016.sched.org/
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GSIS Annual Meeting Agenda, September 24-28, Denver, CO 
By Hannah Hamalainen 

 

https://gsis2016.sched.org/ 

SEPTEMBER 24 • SATURDAY 

9:00am –  4:00pm Geoscience Librarianship 

101 

Auraria Library, Community College of Denver 

(Collaborate Classroom Room 116, 1100 

Lawrence St, Denver, CO) Moderators & 

Speakers: Clara McLeod, Amanda Bielskas, 

Hannah Hamalainen, Shaun Hardy, Lura 

Joseph, Emily Wild, Linda Zellmer  

12:00pm –  1:30pm GSA Presidential Address 

and Awards Ceremony 

Mile High Ballroom 2A/3A (Colorado 

Convention Center) 

5:00pm –  7:00pm Early Bird No-Host Dinner 

& Meet-n-Greet 

The Corner Office Restaurant and Martini Bar 

Denver (1401 Curtis Street, Denver, CO) 

SEPTEMBER 25 • SUNDAY 

9:00am –  12:00pm GSIS Business Meeting 

(with Continental Breakfast) 

Hyatt Regency Denver, Mineral E Hall, Level 3 

(650 15th St, Denver, CO) 

12:30pm –  2:00pm GSIS Mentors/Mentees 

Lunch (no-host) 

Range Restaurant (918 17th St, Denver, CO 

80202) 

2:00pm –  5:00pm GSIS Professional Issues 

Roundtable 

Hyatt Regency Denver, Mineral E Hall, Level 3 

(650 15th St, Denver, CO) 

5:30pm –  7:00pm GSA Exhibits Opening 

Reception 

Colorado Convention Center (CCC) (700 14th 

St, Denver, CO) 

SEPTEMBER 26 • MONDAY 

9:00am –  6:30pm GSIS Poster Session: (T93) 

Use of geoscience data resources in education 

and research 

Exhibit Hall E/F (Colorado Convention Center) 

3:00pm –  5:00pm GSIS Vendor 

Update/Information Resources Session 

Hyatt Regency Denver at CCC, Granite B-C 

(650 15th St, Denver, CO) 

4:30pm –  6:30pm Libations & Collaborations - 

Posters & Conversations 

Colorado Convention Center (CCC) (700 14th 

St, Denver, CO) 

SEPTEMBER 27 • TUESDAY 

1:30pm –  5:30pm GSIS Technical Session: 

(T92) Open data, open access: trends in 

geoscience publications and data sources 

Room 504, Colorado Convention Center (700 

14th St, Denver, CO) Moderator: Chris 

Badurek 

4:30pm –  6:30pmLibations & Collaborations - 

Posters & Conversations 

Colorado Convention Center (CCC) (700 14th 

St, Denver, CO) 

6:30pm –  7:00pm GSIS 50th Anniversary 

Celebration Cocktails & Networking (early 

birds only) 

The Broker Restaurant (821 17th St. Denver, 

CO) 

7:00pm –  10:00pm GSIS 50th Anniversary 

Celebration Dinner and Awards Ceremony 

The Broker Restaurant (821 17th St. Denver, 

CO) Moderators & Speakers: Hannah 

Hamalainen, Matt Hudson, G. Salim 

Mohammed 

https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/977c2cdb2f8f16850d2ffa6ccb0d9e33
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/977c2cdb2f8f16850d2ffa6ccb0d9e33
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/1764e251a27ea241c7e111fdcbc7fd10
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/1764e251a27ea241c7e111fdcbc7fd10
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/1d18dfec93a3b2078942b3b7f9d5e715
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/1d18dfec93a3b2078942b3b7f9d5e715
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/feba9024f6184b51f31a51fe3ed66b49
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/feba9024f6184b51f31a51fe3ed66b49
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/4ba16f0ec9bae387641f2935b7a61363
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/4ba16f0ec9bae387641f2935b7a61363
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/a1880e9328aea955e465130f66f438f0
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/a1880e9328aea955e465130f66f438f0
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/1cfdd37b41042e255029b47c0a7807d1
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/1cfdd37b41042e255029b47c0a7807d1
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/29312e08d4457573ddbe0ffe78307486
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/29312e08d4457573ddbe0ffe78307486
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/29312e08d4457573ddbe0ffe78307486
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/d029d30882ee225a4deec93502d6d27c
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/d029d30882ee225a4deec93502d6d27c
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/7e6b352d1188c226a24a3f5b5ffa6fd6
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/7e6b352d1188c226a24a3f5b5ffa6fd6
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/fe6d9108b89d0d82622c2135343ebcf4
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/fe6d9108b89d0d82622c2135343ebcf4
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/fe6d9108b89d0d82622c2135343ebcf4
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/5dd01c1eeb95c775d0b4aae68372782e
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/5dd01c1eeb95c775d0b4aae68372782e
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/824a9c5d540ef44225c9230fac106914
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/824a9c5d540ef44225c9230fac106914
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/63177c1e0cf86af8fc652dd2c97b049e
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/63177c1e0cf86af8fc652dd2c97b049e
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SEPTEMBER 28 • WEDNESDAY 

9:00am –  12:00pm US Geological Survey 

Library Field Trip  

US Geological Survey Library (Building 41, 

Room 146, Denver Federal Center Denver, CO) 

Tour Guide: Emily Wild   

4:30pm –  6:30pm Libations & Collaborations - 

Posters & Conversations 

Colorado Convention Center (CCC) (700 14th 

St, Denver, CO) 

 

GSIS Election Results 
By Matt Hudson 

Congratulations to Robert (Bob) Tolliver, who 

was elected as GSIS vice president/president-

elect, and Samantha Teplitzky, who was elected 

as GSIS secretary. 

Both of them will begin their terms at the 

conclusion of the annual GSIS business meeting 

on 25 September. 

Thanks to all the members who voted. We 

received a total of 51 votes, which is the highest 

number for an election since we began using 

SurveyMonkey in 2011. Also, special thanks to 

both Bob and Samantha for filling these 

leadership roles. Thanks also to Louise F. Deis, 

who has been the secretary for the past 2 years. 

Of note, Bob’s transition to the vice president 

position means we now have to fill both the 

newsletter editor and the newsletter reviews 

editor positions. If you’re interested, contact 

president@geoinfo.org. 

Member News 
By Matt Hudson 

Jody Bales Foote Retires 

Jody Bales Foote retired this past July. Jody has 

been a regular at our meetings and I know many 

of you have gotten to know her well over the 

years. I asked her to write a brief paragraph that 

I could share with everyone. 

“I retired on July 31, 2016 as the geology 

librarian at the Youngblood Energy Library at 

the University of Oklahoma. I want to thank 

everyone in GSIS for their support during my 

ten years here. As someone who lacked a 

geology background, I would have been lost 

without GSIS. Reading the answers to reference 

questions on the Geonet listserv filled in many 

of the gaps I had in my early years as I became 

familiar with a new discipline. GSIS provided 

me with service opportunities, research and 

publishing venues, and more importantly, 

colleagues I could turn to for advice and help. 

Seeing all of you at the GSIS annual meeting 

was the highlight of my year. I’ll always be 

grateful. May GSIS have 50 more glorious 

years!” 

Congratulations to Jody, and thanks again for all 

of your GSIS support. 

  

https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/b771e12bb928b5a22d3a607c95890ecb
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/b771e12bb928b5a22d3a607c95890ecb
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/0b2ed3ab130b5d33a96018f561119dba
https://gsis2016.sched.org/event/0b2ed3ab130b5d33a96018f561119dba
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GSIS Mentoring: A Step in Developing Library Leaders 
By Hannah Hamalainen 

One thing is true: Mentoring matters. It matters 

because it is a great avenue to seek advice, have 

a sounding board, and gain confidence, but also 

because mentoring provides an opportunity for 

professional growth for both the mentee and the 

mentor. Mentoring through GSIS ensure that 

new/young/mid-career professional and those 

new to GSIS feel welcomed and supported by 

their peers. 

Many kudos to the inaugural group of mentees 

and mentors for joining in on the inaugural 

GSIS Mentoring Program. 

MENTORS 

Hannah Hamalainen 

Shaun Hardy 

Matt Hudson 

Samantha Teplitzky 

Bob Tolliver 

 

MENTEES 

Sarah Barbrow 

Rebecca Hamburgess 

Amy Koshoffer 

Jessica Simpson 

Bridget Thrasher 

Mea Warren 

Mary B. Ansari Distinguished Service Award 
By Jody Bales Foote 

Shaun Hardy Named 2016 Mary B. Ansari 

Distinguished Service Award Recipient 

Shaun Hardy, librarian at the Carnegie 

Institution for Science, Department of 

Terrestrial Magnetism and Geophysical 

Laboratory, is the recipient of the 2016 Mary B. 

Ansari Distinguished Service Award from the 

Geoscience Information Society (GSIS).  GSIS 

is an international professional organization 

devoted to improving the exchange of 

information in the geosciences through 

cooperation among scientists, librarians, editors, 

cartographers, educators, and information 

professionals. 

Shaun joined the Geophysical Laboratory 

Library of the Carnegie Institution of 

Washington as its librarian in 1989.  He directs 

all operations for the 40,000-volume library 

supporting advanced research in the earth and 

space sciences.  In 2012 the Carnegie Institution 

presented him the Service to Science Award. 

Shaun is highly regarded in GSIS for his 

willingness to step in when help is needed.  

Letters in support of his nomination emphasized 

his supportive and collegial nature.  One letter 

said, “He is the epitome of the engaged 

professional—serving the GSIS as an officer 

and committee member, the broader geoscience 

community via his service on the GeoRef 

Advisory Board, and sharing his expertise with 

his colleagues in an upbeat, always supportive 

manner.”  Another letter stated, “His service to 

GSIS and other professional societies, his 

outstanding work at Carnegie, his publication 

record, and his support of individuals in the 

profession are all notable.” 

Shaun joined GSIS in 1994.  He served the 

society as secretary in 1999-2000, as acting 

treasurer in 2001, and as publicity officer from 

2005-2010 and 2013 to present.  He currently 

serves on the Ad Hoc Committee for the GSIS 

50th Anniversary Celebration.  For fourteen 

years he has been a member of the GeoRef 

Advisory Committee of the American 

Geosciences Institute.  In addition to his service 
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in GSIS, he is also a member of the Physics-

Astronomy-Math Division of the Special 

Libraries Association, the American 

Geophysical Union, and DC Science Librarians. 

Shaun has developed a passion for open access 

and has shared it with his profession.  His paper 

“Open Access Publishing in the Geosciences: 

Case Study of the Deep Carbon Observatory,” 

published in the GSIS Proceedings v. 43, 2012, 

p. 73-81, won the 2014 GSIS Best Paper Award. 

Shaun graduated summa cum laude with a B.S. 

degree in geological sciences and physics from 

the University of Rochester.  He received an 

M.L.S. degree from the School of Information 

and Library Studies at the State University of 

New York at Buffalo.  He previously was chief 

librarian for the Buffalo Society of Natural 

Sciences, Buffalo Museum of Science. 

The Mary B. Ansari Distinguished Service 

Award was established in 2005 through the 

generous support of Ms. Ansari, Director 

Emerita for Branch Libraries and 

Administrative Services at the University of 

Nevada-Reno and President of the Geoscience 

Information Society in 1990.  Shaun will receive 

the award at the 2016 Annual Meeting of the 

Geological Society of America in Denver in 

September, when GSIS celebrates its 50th 

anniversary. 

Congratulations, Shaun! 

Mary B. Ansari Distinguished Service Award 

Committee: 

Louise F. Deis 

Jody Bales Foote, chair 

Clara P. McLeod 

Mary B. Ansari Best Research Resource Award 
By Rusty Kimball 

On behalf of the GSIS Best Research Resource 

Award Committee, I am pleased to announce 

that the winner of the 2016 GSIS Mary B. 

Ansari Best Research Resource Award is: 

Encyclopedia of Scientific Dating Methods 
Editors:  W. Jack Rink, Jeroen Thompson 

ISBN: 978-94-007-6303-6 (Print) 978-94-007-

6304-3 (Online) 

Published:  2015 

http://www.springer.com/us/book/97894007630

36 

Dr. Rink will be at GSA and will accept the 

award at the GSIS 50th Anniversary Celebration 

Dinner and Awards Ceremony. 

Rusty Kimball 

Chair, GSIS Best Reference Work Award 

Committee 

GSIS Best Guidebook Awards 
By Linda Musser 

The members of the GSIS Guidebooks 

Committee are pleased to announce the 

following award winners for 2016: 

The Best Guidebook Series Award will be given 

to the Institute on Lake Superior Geology for 

their Field Trip Guidebook series. 

The Best Guidebook Award will be given to: 

"Geologic Field-Trip Guide to Lassen 

Volcanic National Park and Vicinity, 

California" by L.J. Patrick Muffler and Michael 

A. Clynne.  USGS Scientific Investigations 

Report 2015-5067.  U.S. Geological Survey, 

2015. 

The award presentation will take place at the 

annual meeting in Denver. 

Linda Musser, GSIS Guidebooks Committee 

chair. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.springer.com_us_book_9789400763036&d=CwMFaQ&c=ODFT-G5SujMiGrKuoJJjVg&r=_wOJnpmwGrlEWJDOQukSXUFApTj_k4Di7KhntLc-Los&m=VS42fkQ-2Pxq-NlK6Qv3sy2epnkZIE-9hU3DnD-xpNs&s=NSOx7dgiD4FaV6thiYyvhDrmlt8W-VBV6g9hP1qVTbc&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.springer.com_us_book_9789400763036&d=CwMFaQ&c=ODFT-G5SujMiGrKuoJJjVg&r=_wOJnpmwGrlEWJDOQukSXUFApTj_k4Di7KhntLc-Los&m=VS42fkQ-2Pxq-NlK6Qv3sy2epnkZIE-9hU3DnD-xpNs&s=NSOx7dgiD4FaV6thiYyvhDrmlt8W-VBV6g9hP1qVTbc&e=
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GSIS Best Paper Award and Committee Report 
By Michael Noga 

The GSIS Best Paper Award Committee chose 

the following paper by Leslie Hsu, Raleigh L. 

Martin, Brandon McElroy, Kimberly Litwin-

Miller and Wonsuck Kim for the 2016 Best 

Paper Award: 

“Data management, sharing, and reuse in 

experimental geomorphology: Challenges, 

strategies, and scientific opportunities.”  This 

article was published in Geomorphology, 

Volume 244, 1 September 2015, 23 p., DOI: 

10.1016/j.geomorph.2015.03.039.   (Accessible 

from Elsevier ScienceDirect) 

The lead author, Leslie Hsu, was at Columbia 

University when the article was published.  Now 

she is the coordinator of the Community for 

Data Integration (CDI) at the US Geological 

Survey. Raleigh Martin is at UCLA, 

and Brandon McElroy is at the University of 

Wyoming. Kimberley Litwin-Miller and 

Wonsuck Kim are at the Jackson School of 

Geosciences at UT-Austin. 

 Many scientific fields have seen vast amounts 

of data produced in recent decades. Finding and 

accessing data has become a critical dimension 

of research. This paper addresses data 

management, access, and reuse with a focus 

on experimental geomorphology. The team 

covers the needs and challenges of data 

management in ways applicable to many 

sciences. The authors propose guidelines and 

suggestions, address incentives and training, and 

discuss the importance of data management 

across the entire data life cycle. The authors 

bolster their work with a thorough review of the 

literature, including both research in their 

scientific field and research in the library and 

data science literature.  

Dr. Hsu will accept the award at the 50th 

Anniversary celebration. 

 The 2015 GSIS Best Paper Committee 

members are: Samantha Teplitsky, Robert 

Tolliver, Carl Olson, and Michael Noga, chair. 

The committee reviewed and rated journal 

articles published in 2015 that were found 

through extensive searches of a dozen 

databases. The final selection was based on the 

top ranked paper using the following criteria: 

significance, originality, communication 

effectiveness, scholarship and contribution to 

the profession. 

The committee read almost 20 papers to choose 

the award winner.  The pool was unusual 

because there was not GSIS Proceedings for the 

award year.  Most of the eligible papers came 

from the scientific literature. 

 

Michael M Noga (Chair) 
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GeoSpectrum Evolving into GeoTimes Blog 
By Matt Hudson 

The American Geosciences Institute announced 

in August that GeoSpectrum, their newsletter of 

member society news, will be transitioning into 

the GeoTimes Blog. Geotimes was originally the 

predecessor of Earth magazine, and AGI is 

returning to the brand for their news site. 

According to an AGI press release, the blog will 

cover society news and events, geoscience 

policy, workforce news, geoscience education 

and outreach events, award announcements, and 

more. They will also be announcing new 

datasets, maps, and books via the site. 

You can view it at 

www.americangeosciences.org/geotimes or 

subscribe to the RSS feed at 

www.americangeosciences.org/geotimes/rss. 

New Geoscience Open Access Publications & OA News 
By Shaun Hardy 

Geofluids 

Website: 

https://www.hindawi.com/journals/geofluids/ 

 

Geofluids is one of 

nine Wiley 

subscription 

journals converting 

to open access in 

January 2017 under 

a “new pilot 

partnership” with 

Hindawi.  

According to a 

joint 

announcement, Wiley will retain ownership of 

the journal, but Hindawi will take over 

responsibilities for its editing, production, and 

hosting on their online platform.   Geofluids 

publishes “original research into the role of 

fluids in mineralogical, chemical, and structural 

evolution of the Earth's crust.”  Launched by 

Blackwell Science in 2001, the journal moved to 

online-only publication in 2010. The new 

publishing arrangement may be good news for 

authors – under Hindawi, authors will pay an 

article processing charge of $1,500 versus 

Wiley’s $3,000 fee for their elective 

OnlineOpen OA program.  Pre-2017 content 

and backfiles will continue to be accessible on 

the Wiley Online Library. 

 

GeoHealth 
Website: https://publications.agu.org/geohealth/ 

 

On August 11, AGU announced the launch of a 

new, open access, peer-reviewed journal 

focusing on “the intersection of Earth and 

environmental sciences with human, 

agricultural, and environmental health.”  Like 

AGU’s other scientific journals, GeoHealth will 

be jointly published with Wiley and will be part 

of the Wiley Online Library.  The journal will 

begin accepting submissions this fall. Publishing 

charges will be waived through the end of 2016; 

thereafter, authors will be charged an as yet 

unspecified fee that will be “competitive with 

those of other broad open access journals.”   

Articles in GeoHealth will be published under a 

Creative Commons Attribution license.  Rita 

Colwell, former Director of the National 

Science Foundation, will serve as the journal’s 

founding editor. 

  

http://www.americangeosciences.org/geotimes
http://www.americangeosciences.org/geotimes/rss
https://www.hindawi.com/journals/geofluids/
https://publications.agu.org/geohealth/
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Mary B. Ansari Distinguished Service Award Committee Annual Report 
By Clara McLeod 

Shaun Hardy, librarian at the Carnegie 

Institution for Science, Department of 

Terrestrial Magnetism and Geophysical 

Laboratory, was selected by the committee as 

the recipient of the 2016 Mary B. Ansari 

Distinguished Service Award. Shaun will 

receive a certificate, a check, and an engraved 

stone at the GSIS 50th Anniversary Celebration 

being held at the 2016 GSA/GSIS Annual 

Meeting in Denver, Colorado in September. 

When Mary B. Ansari was notified of Shaun’s 

selection, she recalled that he joined GSIS while 

she was still active.  She was impressed by his 

record of service and “thrilled that he is the 

recipient.” She wanted to join us for the 

anniversary celebration, but will not be able to 

attend.  However, she looks forward again to 

receiving photos from the award ceremony and 

the annual accounting of the fund balance from 

the GIS treasurer. 

A brief history of the award and nominating 

procedures can be found on the GSIS website 

and the GSIS wiki. 

Committee members are Jody Bales Foote, 

Chair, Louise B. Deis, and Clara P. McLeod. 

Jody Bales Foote retired as Chair of the award 

in July 2016.  We are grateful to Jody for all of 

her hard work.

 

GSIS 2016 Q2 Treasurer’s Report 
By Lori Tschirhart 

I am happy to report that the society’s finances 

are in good shape and all of our balances match 

against our income and expenditures. 

 

Treasurer activities for the second quarter of 

2016 included: 

● Conducting review and writing 

corresponding report of Ansari Best 

Reference and Ansari Distinguished 

Service awards history. 

● Created new sub-savings accounts for 

Pooled Sponsorship and Professional 

Development funds to highlight 

available funding for immediate use. 

● Identifying amounts to transfer from 

Ansari awards funds to general fund to 

compensate for Ansari awards drawn 

from general funds in select past years. 

● Coordinating with Vice President and 

President to manage fees associated with 

GSIS 2016 Conference Planning. 

● Renewing SurveyMonkey account with 

new banking information 

● Refining methods to document of all 

financial activity. 

● Standard activities (depositing checks, 

paying for bills, dues, and conference 

expenses, balancing books, issuing 

reimbursements, investigating 

transactions upon inquiry). 

● Investigating outstanding 2015 

conference sponsorships not processed 

or fully documented. 

● Working with volunteer to ensure audit 

of 2015 books. 
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GSIS Account Balances as of June 30, 2016 

Checking 24,918.29 

Savings 9703.52 

General Fund 20289.42 

Ansari Best Reference 5888.54 

Ansari Distinguished Service 3541.13 

Pooled Sponsorship 4357.86 

Professional Development 1668.64 

PayPal 977.70 

 
GEOSCIENCE INFORMATION SOCIETY 2016 Q2 Report 

Prepared by Lori Tschirhart 7/20/2016 

        
 Income 

Budgeted 
 Income 

Actual 
 Expense 

Budgeted 
 Expense 

Actual 

EXECUTIVE BOARD        
President     $400.00  $394.82 
Vice-President     $375.00   
Past-President     $25.00   
Secretary     $125.00   
Treasurer     $75.00  $40.00 
Subtotal $0.00  $0.00  $1,000.00  $434.82 

        
MEETINGS        
2016 Meeting (rooms and AV and Internet, 

lunches, refreshments, reception, exhibits) 
     

$6,725.00 
  

$1,156.57 
2016 Invited speakers, abstract fees     $150.00   
2016 Speaker Honorarium / Gift        
2016 Meeting: Field Trip     $600.00   
2015 Meeting costs invoiced in 2016     $880.90   
Sponsorship $5,000.00  $2,080.00     
Subtotal $5,000.00  $2,080.00  $8,355.90  $1,156.57 

        
DUES        
Institutional $500.00  $900.00     
Personal $4,000.00  

$1,595.00     
First Year (New Personal) $200.00  $135.00     
Sustaining $250.00  $235.00     
Retired $260.00  $200.00     
Student $80.00       
Pooled Sponsorship $100.00  $10.00     
Subtotal $5,390.00  $3,075.00  $0.00  $0.00 

        
PUBLICATIONS        
Publications Manager     $200.00   
Mailing labels        
Newsletter:  subscriptions $120.00  $120.00     
Newsletter:  back issues        
Newsletter: cancellation refunds        
Proceedings digitization $0.00    $1,467.28  $1,467.28 
Subtotal $120.00  $120.00  $1,667.28  $1,467.28 
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GEOSCIENCE INFORMATION SOCIETY 2016 Q2 Report by Lori Tschirhart 7/20/2016 

        
REPRESENTATIVES/APPOINTEES        
AGI Member Council rep        
AGI Gov't Affairs Program rep        
Congressional Science Fellow        
Publicity Officer     $50.00   
Auditor     $25.00   
Subtotal $0.00  $0.00  $75.00  $0.00 

        
COMMITTEES & SERVICE POSITIONS        
Archivist     $150.00   
Award Certificates & Frames (Best Reference 
Work, Best Paper, Best Guidebook, 
Distinguished Service) 

     

 
$175.00 

  

Best Paper Committee     $25.00   
Best Reference Work Committee     $25.00   
Distinguished Service Award (Committee 
expenses and gift) 

     
$75.00 

  
Exhibits     $50.00   
New display case/Repairs     $0.00   
Guidebooks Committee and Subcommittees 
Guidebooks Committee and Subcommittees 

    $50.00 
$50.00 

  
International Initiatives $25.00    $75.00   
Membership     $50.00   
Membership brochure     $30.00   
Nominating     $75.00   
Subtotal $25.00  $0.00  $780.00  $0.00 
        
MISCELLANEOUS        
AGI member society dues     $270.00  $270.00 
DC.Gov charges     $185.00  $140.00 
GAP contribution        
GSIS International Fellow     $500.00   
Ansari Best Reference Award     $500.00   
Ansari Distinguished Service Award     $400.00   
Geoscience Librarianship 101 $500.00    $500.00   
Gifts (unrestricted) $200.00  $195.00     
Gifts- Professional Develop Fund $100.00  $10.00     
Internet Domain Name Services (paid 
biennially) 

     
$80.00 

  
Bank charges     $75.00  $61.00 
PayPal     $90.00  $66.97 
Reincorporation Legal Fees     $310.00   
Survey Monkey     $204.00   
Webmaster fees     $25.00   
Interest $25.00  $7.79     
Subtotal $825.00  $212.79  $3,139.0

0  $537.97 
        
TOTAL $11,360.00  $5,487.79  $15,017.

18  $3,596.64 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 


