














Committees 

Archives 
The Geoscience Information Society Archives are 

housed in the University Archives at the University of Illin- 
ois. The GSIS archives contains historical documentation of 
the Society, files and reports of past GIs officers and com- 
mittee chairs, and GIs publications. 

Materials received by the committee are reviewed and 
forwarded to the University Archives. Additional materials 
should be sent to: Mary Krick, ISGS, 615 E. Peahody Dr., 
Champaign IL 61 820. 

Respectfully submitted, 
M a ~ y  Krick, chair 

Best Paper 
The Best Paper Committee completed its rankings of 

nominated papers in July. The winner for this year is Char- 
lotte R.M. Derksen. Her paper, "USGS publications: current 
access via the Web and via catalogs", is found in Proceed- 
ings of the 36th Meeting of the Geoscience Information 
Society: Geoscience Informarion: A Dynamic Odyssey, p. 
107-1 16. Derksen's study contrasts access to key USGS 
series via web page searches and Marcive catalog records. 
Challenges in identifying web-based publications and link- 
ing to them &om online catalogs are ubiquitous and are well 
documented in this case study. The importance of the U.S. 
Geological Survey as a publisher of geoscience literature 
makes this paper relevant to nearly all geoscience infonna- 
lion professionals. 

Tine six members of the committee nominated and eval- 
uated a total of twenty-one papers this year. Several other 
worthy papers were identified during the evaluation process. 
Some committee members have offered to write short des- 
criptions of these papers for publication in future issues of 
the GSIS Newsletrer. 

Respectfdly submitted, 
Thelma Thompson, chair 

Exhibit Committee 
The GSIS booth at GSA in Seattle this year will be 

#736. Our theme is Digitization in GeoScience Libraries. If 
you have a project on digitization, please write a short para- 
graph and include a photograph andlor a web site and we 
will use these in the booth. We also welcome recommenda- 
tions of other projects you know about. We again need vol- 
unteers willing to staff the booth. Please send ideas and 
resources to Dona Dirlam at ddirIamt3,r1a.edu 

Respectfdl submitted, 
Dona Dulam, chair 

GeoRef Advisory 
The GeoRef Advisory Committee met at AGI headquar- 

ters in Alexandria, VA on June 23. The Committee assists 
GeoRef director Sharon Tahirkheli and the AGI Executive 

Committcc by providing recommendations on the GeoRef 
Information System and developing ideas for information 
products and serviccs for the geoscience community. The 
Committcc consists of.  Harvey A. Cohen (S.S. Papadopulos 
& Associates): Charlotte Derksen (Stanford University, 
chair); Shaun Uardy (Carnegie Institution of Washington, 
GSIS representative): Suzanne Larsen (University of Colo- 
rado); John Steinmetz (Indiana Geological Survey); and 
Dennis Trombatore (University of Texas at Austin). 

The Committee reviewed budget and subscription data 
for recent years. GeoReE subscriptions have been holding 
nearly constant, though subscriptions to the print Biblio- 
graphy andlndex of Geology continue to slide. Alternative 
publishing arrangements for BIG (such as migrating to CD- 
ROM or reducing the frequency of print issues) were dis- 
cussed as possible cost-saving measures. A status report was 
given on GeoScience World -- the joint online puhlishing 
initiative being launched by several earth science societies. 
GeoRef searching and linking capabilities are part of the 
plan, hut exactly how they will be integrated (and priced) in 
the new aggregate is yet to be determined. 

The Committee revisited the topic of coverage of theses 
and dissertations in GeoRef. GeoRef staff use Dissertation 
Abstracts for current awareness of doctoral dissertations; 
however, some universities (e.g., University of Texas) have 
now dropped the requirement that students deposit copies of 
their dissertations with UMI, so direct reporting by depast- 
ments will be even more crucial. Inclusion of Master's and 
Bachelor's honors theses remains problematic; statistics for 
the past decade collected at Stanford show that significant 
gaps in coverage remain. Sharon T. indicated that staff will 
investigate. Rather than trying to select individual titles 
based on subject content, the Committee recommended that 
all theses and dissertations granted by US. geoscience de- 
partments be indexed in GeoRef, as well as ON publications 
from the USGS and state surveys. Capturing bibliographies 
published by museums and state surveys is another area of 
concern. GeoRef now advises that such lists be sent directly 
to AGI to insure their inclusion in the database. 

Web links for digital versions of existing print docu- 
ments are being added to GeoRef records on an ongoing 
basis, but users wilt see these enhancements only when their 
vendor reloads the database --which, in some cases, is only 
every two years. Implementing geographic and geochrono- 
logic search capabilities is a major goal on GeoRePs 5-year 
strategic plan. However, a GIS-based interface is still con- 
sidered impractical at this point by most of the Committee 
given the sheer size of the database. Other announcements 
and topics of discussion included the following: 

The Groundwater and Soil Contamination Database 
is now available through the AGI website on a sub- 
scription basis. (For several years it has been issued 
on CD-ROM.) The search engine is the same as 
that used for GeoRef Previews 

8 GSIS NewsleIfer, no. 204, Oct. 2003 










